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Smith River, CA, November 2, 2020 — Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation was awarded a US Department
of Education (DOE) FY2021-FY2025 federal grant to expand education options for American
Indian and Alaska Native students. Native American youth in both Del Norte and Curry
counties will be able to utilize the Accessing Choices in Education (ACE) grant to help select a
variety of educational options and services, including additional course options,
apprenticeships, tutoring and many other programs, from which parents and students can
choose.

This grant was developed by the federal government to empower tribes to expand options for
students, so they can then select the courses, services and on the job learning experiences that
are the right fit for them.

The ACE grant funds are critical to both rural and urban tribal communities who are often
faced with limited educational options. Activities will support culturally relevant career
exploration, hands-on learning with a focus on Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and
Math (STEAM), counseling and mentorships, family engagement, test preparation and skills
development.

An ACE proposal was required to include more than one education option from which parents
and students may choose, including; advanced, remedial, or elective courses (including online);
apprenticeships or training programs ; concurrent or dual enrollment options; native language,
history, or culture courses; supplemental counseling services; tuition; summer or afterschool
education programs, and student transportation needed for those specific programs; and many
other education related services that the tribe determines are needed in its community.

There will be opportunities for parent feedback process and response to parent requests for
specific services not already offered throughout the project implementation. The grant covers
three years of support with an additional two years of support available if the project is
achieving objectives. The Tribal Education Department will utilize the 1% year as a planning
period with students and parents to further define the project. During this planning period,
personnel will be hired, secure providers to provide student options based on the parent
feedback. The Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation 1s excited about the opportunities that this funding will
bring to our Native youth.
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MESSAGE FROM TRI BAL COUNCI

The Tribal Council wishes
to extend everyone a

Xiichuud v n -lhsvni o
(Happy Solstice) and a
prosperous New Year.

Please be safe during the
holidays, and enjoy time
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